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people, twenty should have all power and eighty should
have none ; especially in India where the eighty rurals
have nothing whatever to hope for from the twenty
urbans, unless it be heavier taxation. There are those
who go so far as to declare that the idea of the Crown
as Paramount Power in India must ultimately rest upon
the village council, and they give as their reason a firm
belief in the peasantry and land-owners as the political
and economic foundation of Indian life.

To the assertion that the Lothian report has made
full provision for the peasant to voice his needs, they
have many objections : that the peasants have no form
of political organisation, for example ; that, even if '
they could find candidates, they could not prevail
against those of the powerful Congress ; that Congress,
in any case, would be supported by the shop-keeper
class of the rural population. The reforms these critics
demand amount to the establishment of rural con-
stituencies and the grant of a full voting power to the
peasant. As for the retort that the peasant lacks political
education and is unable or unwilling to realise his
responsibility as a voter, the reformers believe that it
will cease to hold in future years ; and they look to
radio as their ally. Some go so far as to visualise the
appointment of a neutral-minded radio authority which
would act as a guide for the peasants in matters connected
with the new constitution. In any case, there is no
reason to believe that radio will fail to extend its influence
to India's rural life.

The reformers, moreover, have one particularly
strong reason to advance in support of their contention.
It is this : hatred of British rule has not been systematic-
ally fostered among the peasants. It is this which gives
force to their argument that the balance of power should
be in the hands of the peasantry and the landowners,
from whom the police and soldiers of India are largely
drawn. Without this reform, they are convinced that
good government can never be secured; nor can we
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